Tuesday, March 9, 2004
Lamentations 4:1 - 5:22

As Lamentations closes we have had the privilege of reading a poetic account of the events and emotions of the times. Although the words are probably Jeremiah’s we can assume that the arrogant claims of the city’s residents that Jerusalem could not fall had ended. There were still those who defied Babylon, but these were doomed to fail in their attempts to dislodge the conqueror’s control over the promised land. 

In these last two chapters the prophet pleads with God to come to His people as quickly as possible, knowing in his heart that God has promised 70 years of exile. His words make it clear that there is no one to blame but the exiles themselves. They have rebelled against God, defied Him through hundreds of years of warnings by the prophets, and finally find themselves suffering a just punishment from a Father who still loves them dearly. 


Sadly, we already know from reading Ezra and Nehemiah that the people did not return to Jerusalem to live happily ever after. They continued their sinful ways and continued under the domination of other nations. Upon their return to the capital prophets were still needed to remind them of their duty to God and their need to place Him at the center of their lives. 

We should not be surprised that the destruction of their parents and grandparents, coupled with 70 years of exile in Babylon, did not bring wisdom and obedience into their lives. We also tend to continue on our own paths of rebellion against God. Our sinful nature cannot be completely overcome by our own will “to do better”.  


If you have seen Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ” you probably have a better understanding than ever before of what our Lord endured in order to bring us to Himself. Yet even knowing what He did for us, we still remain sinners who rebel against His lordship every day. The wonderful joy of the gospel message is that even though we, like the Jews of the Old Testament, cannot make ourselves sinless, the One who really was sinless paid for our rebellion with His own life. Rather than lament our sin, we can rejoice that our sin has been wiped away by Christ!
